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Abstract 
Household expenditure survey of Erbil governorate in 2007 have been used to estimate 

Engel’s curves using OLS method for (12) and (11) of general and foodstuff items, 

respectively. Two dummy variables have been used as explanatory variables, one 

representing the geographic regions, and the other represents four expenditure groups. The 

study aimed to estimate the expenditure elasticity of various Expenditure items, as well as 

predict the demand for food. The results indicated that two main explanatory variables, 

namely; gross and food expenditure, have significant effect on the changes that took place 

for expenditures of the items under consideration, as well as results showed that estimated 

expenditure elasticities are consistent with the theoretical criteria. . The most important 

conclusions reached are: response of food items to total food expenditure is greater than 

their response to gross expenditure, values of expenditure elasticity for (82%) of food items 

are less than (1), which indicate that they are necessary and have not been satisfied, existence 

of significant differences of living between rural and urban areas on the one hand, and 

between the lower and upper expenditure groups, on the other hand, according to the food 
proportion expenditure and its elasticity . Lastly, variation of expenditure elasticity from one 
group to another, and from region to region, complicates process of forecasting and planning 
for consumption.     
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   و   e= اللىغبرتن الطبُعٍ للاضبش  Lnالعبم،     الاًفبق =ًطبت اًفبق البٌد الً اجوبلrٍ=الوروًت الاًفبقُت،     

,F0.01,2  الجدولُت      t0.01,120=2.576 ,  t0.05,120=1.960 ,     t0.10,120=1.282  الجدولُت =4.61 ,  

 ( 9( و )3( لعدد هي الوتغُراث التىضُحُت الىاقعت بُي )l( والادًً)duواتطىى الجدولُت للحدَي الأعلً)-هدي قُوت دوربي

Level of significant =1%  

Level of significant =5%        ⇒     0.748≥    ≥  0.675      0.862 ≥  du ≥  0.789 
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